DREAM NOTES 2 ISM (NOUN) :Out of the the three types of words in Arabic we will study the Ism

first. When studying ism we come across its properties. There are four
properties that help us determine the meaning of the Ism used. These
four properties are as follows,

●
●
●
●

Status of an ism اﻋﺮاب
Number ﻋﺪد
Gender ﺟﻨﺲ
Type وﺳﻌﺔ

We will start by discussing each property separately in detail.

2.1 STATUS  اﻋﺮاب: The status of an ism in the English language is determined by its
placement in the sentence. Opposed to Arabic in which the status has
nothing to do with placement but rather the changes happening at the
end of the word. These changes indicate its status(role) in any given
sentence, we shall discuss these changes in our following discussion.

The literal meaning of I’raab is to,
‘’ Make something arabic ‘’.

In arabic grammatical terminology it is not the harakaat that are
called I’raab. These harakaat basically function as the vowels in the
english language.
I’raab is basically the status of the ism determined by the harakaat
on the last letter of the ism or extra letters at the end. It can also be
defined as,

‘ ’ The changes in an ism which do not change its meaning but
only the harakaat or the ending of that ism is called I’raab. ‘’

HOW TO TELL THE STATUS OF AN ISM ? :Every ism can either be in any of the following status
Status (English Equivalent)

Arabic Terminology

DOER (SUBJECT)

Rafa , marfooa  ﻣﺮﻓﻮع، َر َﻓﻊ

DETAIL (OBJECT)

Nasb, mansoob.  ﻣﻨﺼﻮب، ﺼﺐ
ْ َﻧ

AFTER THE WORD ‘OF’
(POSSESSIVE) Or AFTER HOJ

Jarr, majroor  َﻣ ْﺠ ُﺮور، َﺟ ّﺮ

For example,
Hamid read the book (Hamid is DOER)
Saeed greeted Hamid (Hamid is DETAIL)
Saeed read Hamid’s notes (notes of Hamid) (Hamid is AFTER OF)
I sms are by default in the Raf’ Status until and unless there is a reason
for them to be in Nasb or Jarr status. Isms can only be in the above
mentioned three states. There is no fourth state.

WAYS TO DETERMINE STATUS :There are basically two ways to determine what the status of the Ism
(known as   اﻋﺮابin the Arabic language) is and they are,
1} ENDING SOUNDS: -

By Ending Sounds, we mean that it is the state where in the
Singular form, the sound made by the ‘’Harakah’’ on the last letter of the
word, shows the status of the singular ism.

Alternative Suggestion for above definition:
“ Ending sounds is a method used to determine the status of
Singular ism’s only. Ending sound is basically the sound of the
“Harakah” on the last letter of the Singular Ism.”
a) Dammah/Dammatain [Harakah : -ُ- _ٌ_ Sound: ‘u’ / ‘un’] at the end
of the singular noun denotes Raf’
Example 

(  َﻗﻠَ ٌﻢA Pen) and ( اَﻟْ ِﻜﺘَﺎ ُبThe Book)

﴾ ﺳﻮرة اﻟﻨﺎزﻋﺎت٨﴿ اﺟ َﻔ ٌﺔ
ٌ ُُﻗﻠ
ِ ﻮب َﯾ ْﻮ َﻣِﺌ ٍﺬ َو
(١ :ﯿﻦ )ﺳﻮرة اﻟﻔﺎﺗﺤﺔ
َ ْاﻟ َﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠﱠـ ِﻪ َر ﱢب ْاﻟ َﻌﺎﻟَ ِﻤ
b) Fatah/Fathatain [Harakah : -َ- _ً_ Sound: ‘a’ / ‘an’] at the end of a
singular noun shows Nasb status
Example

َ ( اﻟْ َﻌ ْﺮThe Throne)
( َر ُﺟ ًﻼA Man) and ش

َْ
ٌ ِ ﺎل َرﺑﱡ َﻚ ﻟِْﻠ َﻤ َﻼِﺋ َﻜ ِﺔ إﻧﱢﻲ َﺟ
َ َوإِ ْذ َﻗ
ض َﺧﻠِﯿ َﻔ ًﺔ َﻗﺎﻟُﻮا أََﺗ ْﺠ َﻌ ُﻞ ﻓِﯿ َﻬﺎ َﻣﻦ ﯾُ ْﻔ ِﺴ ُﺪ ﻓِﯿ َﻬﺎ
ِ ﺎﻋﻞ ﻓِﻲ اﻷ ْر
ِ
ُ َوَﯾ ْﺴﻔ
َ س ﻟَ َﻚ َﻗ
َ ﺎء َوَﻧ ْﺤ ُﻦ ﻧُ َﺴﺒﱢ ُﺢ ِﺑ َﺤ ْﻤﺪ
:ﻮن ﴿اﻟﺒﻘﺮة
َ ﺎل إِﻧﱢﻲ أَ ْﻋﻠَ ُﻢ َﻣﺎ َﻻ َﺗ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻤ
ُ ِك َوﻧُ َﻘ ﱢﺪ
َ ِﻚ اﻟ ﱢﺪ َﻣ
﴾٣٠
c) Kasrah/Kasratain [Harakah : -ِ- -ٍ- Sound: ‘e’ / ‘in’] at the end of the
singular Ism shows the Jarr status
Example

( َﺟ َﻤ ٍﻞA Camel) and ﻟﺼ َﺮا ِط
( اَ ﱢThe Path)

ْ ﺎن ﻣ
( ﺳﻮرة اﻟﻌﻠﻖ٢﴿ ِﻦ َﻋﻠَ ٍﻖ
َ ﻧﺴ
َ اﻹ
ِ ْ َﺧﻠَ َﻖ
ﯿﻦ َو ﱠ
﴾ ﺳﻮرة اﻟﺘﯿﻦ١﴿ ﻮن
ِ ُاﻟﺰ ْﯾﺘ
ِ َواﻟﺘﱢ
Note: Ending sound for singular feminine isms is similar to singular
masculine, except that it ends with a ة
For e.g. ﱠﺎر ُة
َ اﻟﺴﯿ
 ﱠ/ ﱠﺎر ٌة
َ ( َﺳﯿRaf’)
ﱠﺎر َة
َ اﻟﺴﯿ
 ﱠ/ ﱠﺎر ًة
َ ( َﺳﯿNasb)
ﱠﺎر ِة
َ اﻟﺴﯿ
 ﱠ/ ﱠﺎر ٍة
َ ( َﺳﯿJarr)
2} ENDING COMBINATIONS: By Ending Combination we mean that except for the Ending Sounds
in the Singular Ism all the DUAL and PLURAL Masculine Isms as well as
the FEMININE PLURAL Isms have different forms of changes that tell us
what their status is. We shall see them as follows
Alternative definition:
“Ending combination is a method used to determine the
status of DUAL and PLURAL ism’s only. Each of these ism’s (i.e. DUAL
masc., DUAL fem., PLURAL masc., PLURAL fem.) have a unique
ending combination which tells us what their status is."
We shall see them as follows.
‘
●

❖

Raf’ Status Indicators,

آن
ِ (aani) in the dual word ﺎن
ِ ( ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤTwo Muslims) and the
( آaa) in the dual word ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤﺎ
It is

The dual feminine version is similar to dual masculine version,
except there is an extra  تat the end i.e. ﺎن
ِ ( َﺗtaani) or ( َﺗﺎtaa)

ﱠ
ْ
ُ ﺎن ﻣ
ﻮن ﴿آل
َ ُِﻨﻜ ْﻢ أَن َﺗ ْﻔ َﺸ َﻼ َواﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ َوﻟِﯿﱡ ُﻬ َﻤﺎ َو َﻋﻠَﻰ اﻟﻠﱠـ ِﻪ َﻓْﻠَﯿَﺘ َﻮ ﱠﻛ ِﻞ ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣﻨ
ِ إِذ َﻫ ﱠﻤﺖ ﻃﺎِﺋ َﻔَﺘ
﴾١٢٢ :ﻋﻤﺮان

ﺎﺳ َﻜَﻨﺎ َوﺗُ ْﺐ َﻋﻠَ ْﯿَﻨﺎ إِﻧﱠ َﻚ
اﺟ َﻌْﻠَﻨﺎ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ْﯿ ِﻦ ﻟَ َﻚ َوﻣِﻦ ُذ ﱢرﯾﱠِﺘَﻨﺎ أُ ﱠﻣ ًﺔ ﱡﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ًﺔ ﻟﱠ َﻚ َوأَ ِرَﻧﺎ َﻣَﻨ ِ
َرﺑﱠَﻨﺎ َو ْ
أَ َ
اﻟﺮ ِﺣﯿ ُﻢ ﴿اﻟﺒﻘﺮة﴾١٢٨ :
ﻧﺖ اﻟﺘﱠ ﱠﻮ ُ
اب ﱠ

ُ (Muslims) andﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ُﻤ ْﻮ َن

in the plural word

ون
)َ (oona

It is the

❖

ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ُﻤﻮ  (oo) in the plural wordو

the

ﺎل ِ َ
ٰ ِذ ِه اﻟﺘﱠ َﻤﺎﺛ ُ
إِ ْذ َﻗ َ
ﻮن ﴿اﻷﻧﺒﯿﺎء﴾٥٢ :
ﻷِﺑﯿ ِﻪ َو َﻗ ْﻮ ِﻣ ِﻪ َﻣﺎ َﻫـ
ِﯿﻞ اﻟﱠﺘِﻲ أَﻧﺘُ ْﻢ ﻟَ َﻬﺎ َﻋﺎ ِﻛ ُﻔ َ
ٰﺬﻟ َ
ﯾﻚ ﻟَ ُﻪ َوِﺑ َ
َﻻ َﺷ ِﺮ َ
ِﯿﻦ ﴿اﻷﻧﻌﺎم﴾١٦٣ :
ِﺮ ُت َوأََﻧﺎ أَ ﱠو ُل ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِﻤ َ
ِﻚ أُﻣ ْ

ﺎت ٌ (aatun) in the feminine plural word
آت ُ and theﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ٌ
ُ
آت It is
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ُ
ﺎت (aatu) in the Feminine plural word

❖

اﻟﺮ َﺟ ُ
ﺎء ِﺑ َﻤﺎ َﻓ ﱠ
ﺾ َوِﺑ َﻤﺎ أَﻧ َﻔ ُﻘﻮا ﻣ ْ
ﻀ َﻞ اﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ َﺑ ْﻌ َ
ِﻦ
ﻀ ُﻬ ْﻢ َﻋﻠَﻰ
ﺎل َﻗ ﱠﻮا ُﻣ َ
ﱢ
ﻮن َﻋﻠَﻰ اﻟﻨﱢ َﺴ ِ
ٰ َﺑ ْﻌ ٍ
َ
ِﻆ اﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ َو ﱠ
ﺎت ﻟﱢْﻠ َﻐ ْﯿ ِﺐ ِﺑ َﻤﺎ َﺣﻔ َ
ﺎت َﺣﺎﻓ َ
ِﻈ ٌ
ﺎت  َﻗﺎِﻧَﺘ ٌ
ِﺤ ُ
ﻮن
اﻟﻼﺗِﻲ َﺗ َﺨ ُﺎﻓ َ
ِﻬ ْﻢ َﻓ ﱠ
ﺎﻟﺼﺎﻟ َ
أ ْﻣ َﻮاﻟ ِ
ﻮز ُﻫ ﱠﻦ َﻓﻌ ُ
ﺎﺟ ِﻊ َو ْ
اﺿ ِﺮﺑُ ُ
اﻫ ُﺠ ُﺮ ُ
ﻮﻫ ﱠﻦ َو ْ
ِﻈ ُ
ﻧُ ُﺸ َ
وﻫ ﱠﻦ ﻓِﻲ ْاﻟ َﻤ َ
ﻮﻫ ﱠﻦ َﻓِﺈ ْن أَ َﻃ ْﻌَﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﻓ َﻼ َﺗ ْﺒ ُﻐﻮا
ﻀِ
ﯿﺮا ﴿اﻟﻨﺴﺎء﴾٣٤ :
َﻋﻠَ ْﯿ ِﻬ ﱠﻦ َﺳِﺒ ًﯿﻼ إِ ﱠن اﻟﻠﱠـ َﻪ َﻛ َ
ﺎن َﻋﻠِﯿﺎ َﻛِﺒ ً

● Nasb & Jarr Status Indicators,
In order to know whether the ism in the AAYAH or sentence is
nasb or Jarr we will need to see the reason in the context.

)ُ (two muslimsﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ْﯿ ِﻦ ْ َ - (ainee) in the dual wordﯾ ِﻦ

ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ْﻲ ْ َ - in the dual wordي

 ❖ It is

as well as

The dual feminine version is similar to dual masculine version, except
ْﻦ  at the end i.e.ت there is an extra
َ (tay) .ﺗ ْﻲ َ (tayni) orﺗﯿ ِ

َر ﱡب ْاﻟ َﻤ ْﺸ ِﺮ َﻗ ْﯿ ِﻦ َو َر ﱡب ْاﻟ َﻤ ْﻐ ِﺮَﺑ ْﯿ ِﻦ ﴿اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ﴾١٧ :
ﺎن ﻟَ ُﻜ ْﻢ آَﯾ ٌﺔ ﻓِﻲ ِﻓَﺌَﺘ ْﯿ ِﻦ ْاﻟَﺘ َﻘَﺘﺎ
َ  3:13ﻗ ْﺪ َﻛ َ

ُ (Muslims) as wellﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ِﻤ ْﯿ َﻦ ْ -ِ (eena) in the wordﯾ َﻦ
ي as
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ ِﻤ ْﻲ ْ -ِ ( ee) in the word

❖ It is the

ﺎس َﻣﻦ َﯾ ُﻘ ُ
ِﯿﻦ ﴿اﻟﺒﻘﺮة﴾٨ :
ﻮل آ َﻣﻨﱠﺎ ِﺑﺎﻟﻠﱠـ ِﻪ َوِﺑ ْﺎﻟَﯿ ْﻮ ِم ْاﻵ ِﺧ ِﺮ َو َﻣﺎ ُﻫﻢ ِﺑ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣﻨ َ
َوﻣ َ
ِﻦ اﻟﻨﱠ ِ
ُ
َوإِ َذا ﻗ َ
ﻧﺰ َل اﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ َﻗﺎﻟُﻮا ﻧُ ْﺆﻣ ُ
ِﯿﻞ ﻟَ ُﻬ ْﻢ آ ِﻣﻨُﻮا ِﺑ َﻤﺎ أَ َ
اء ُه
ﻧﺰ َل َﻋﻠَ ْﯿَﻨﺎ َوَﯾ ْﻜ ُﻔ ُﺮ َ
ون ِﺑ َﻤﺎ َو َر َ
ِﻦ ِﺑ َﻤﺎ أ ِ
ِﯿﻦ
ﺎء اﻟﻠﱠـ ِﻪ ﻣِﻦ َﻗ ْﺒ ُﻞ إِن ُﻛﻨﺘُﻢ ﱡﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣﻨ َ
ﺼ ﱢﺪ ًﻗﺎ ﻟﱢ َﻤﺎ َﻣ َﻌ ُﻬ ْﻢ ُﻗ ْﻞ َﻓﻠِ َﻢ َﺗ ْﻘﺘُﻠُ َ
ﻮن أَ ِﻧﺒَﯿ َ
َو ُﻫ َﻮ ْاﻟ َﺤ ﱡﻖ ُﻣ َ
﴿اﻟﺒﻘﺮة﴾٩١ :

آت
ﺎت ٍ in the word
ُ in the feminine plural andﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ٍ
آت
ﺎت ِ in the word
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ِ

❖ It is the

اﺟﺎ َﺧ ْﯿ ًﺮا ﱢﻣ ُ
ﺎت
َﻋ َﺴﻰ
ﺎت َﺗﺎِﺋَﺒ ٍ
ﺎت َﻗﺎِﻧَﺘ ٍ
ﺎت ﱡﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣَﻨ ٍ
ﻨﻜ ﱠﻦ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ٍ
ٰ َرﺑﱡ ُﻪ إِن َﻃﻠﱠَﻘ ُﻜ ﱠﻦ أَن ﯾُ ْﺒ ِﺪﻟَ ُﻪ أَ ْز َو ً
ﺎرا ﴿اﻟﺘﺤﺮﯾﻢ﴾٥ :
ﺎت َﺛﯿﱢَﺒ ٍ
ِﺤ ٍ
َﻋ ِﺎﺑﺪ ٍ
ﺎت َوأَ ْﺑ َﻜ ً
َات َﺳﺎﺋ َ
ِﯿﻦ
اﻟﺼﺎ ِدﻗ َ
ﺎت َو ْاﻟ َﻘﺎِﻧﺘ َ
ﺎت َو ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣﻨ َ
إِ ﱠن ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِﻤ َ
ِﯿﻦ َو ْاﻟ َﻘﺎِﻧَﺘ ِ
ِﯿﻦ َو ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣَﻨ ِ
ِﯿﻦ َو ْاﻟ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ِ
ﺎت َو ﱠ
ِﯿﻦ
ﺼ ﱢﺪﻗ َ
ﺎﺷﻌ َ
اﻟﺼ ِﺎﺑ ِﺮ َ
ﺎﺷ َﻌ ِ
ِﯿﻦ َو ْاﻟ َﺨ ِ
ات َو ْاﻟ َﺨ ِ
اﻟﺼ ِﺎﺑ َﺮ ِ
اﻟﺼﺎ ِد َﻗ ِ
ﯾﻦ َو ﱠ
ﺎت َو ﱠ
َو ﱠ
ﺎت َو ْاﻟ ُﻤَﺘ َ
ِﻈ ِ ﱠ
وﺟ ُﻬ ْﻢ َو ْاﻟ َﺤﺎﻓ َ
ﯾﻦ
ِﺮ َ
ِﻈ َ
اﻟﺼﺎِﺋﻤ َ
ﺎت َو ْاﻟ َﺤﺎﻓ ِ
اﻟﺼﺎِﺋ َﻤ ِ
ﺼ ﱢﺪ َﻗ ِ
ِﯿﻦ َو ﱠ
ﺎت َو ﱠ
ﯿﻦ ُﻓ ُﺮ َ
َو ْاﻟ ُﻤَﺘ َ
ﺎت َواﻟﺬاﻛ ِ
ِﯿﺮا َو ﱠ
ِﺮ ًة َوأَ ْﺟ ًﺮا َﻋ ِﻈﯿ ًﻤﺎ ﴿اﻷﺣﺰاب﴾٣٥ :
ِﺮ ِ
اﻟﻠﱠـ َﻪ َﻛﺜ ً
ات أَ َﻋ ﱠﺪ اﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ ﻟَ ُﻬﻢ ﱠﻣ ْﻐﻔ َ
اﻟﺬاﻛ َ

IMPORTANT NOTE :1. Note that for dual and plural ism’s, the Nasb and
Jarr versions look the same (refer Muslim Chart
which is listed below)
2. Whenever we try to find the status of an ism it is
always important to remember to look for the ENDING
COMBINATION first and if we don’t find it only then look
for ENDING SOUNDS.
To illustrate the importance of above point, let’s look at the feminine
plural ism  ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤﺎ ٍتor  اﻟ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤﺎ ِتNow if you just look at the Ending Sound i.e.
sound of the harakah on the last letter, the ‘in’/’e’ sound may lead you to
the conclusion that this ism is in Jarr status, while in reality there is an
ending combination  اتand the ‘aatin/aati’ ending combination sound
denotes that this ism is either in Nasb or Jarr status. Hence first look at
the Ending Combination and if there is no Ending Combination found,
only then look at Ending Sounds.

3. Isms with the masculine ending combinations are
referring to people. They are not used to refer to stuff.
Whereas the feminine ending combinations are used for
ٌ آَﯾ
females as well as objects for example ﺎت
LIGHT, HEAVY or IRRELEVANT STATUS OF ISMS :-

An ism can either be Light or Heavy. All Isms are by default HEAVY
meaning an ism is always heavy until and unless there is a reason for it
to be light
In order to make a Heavy Ism light we need to remove the extra ‘n’
sound from the end of the Heavy Ism by either dropping the tanween or
dropping the noon at the end. Making a heavy ism light does not change
its meaning nor status. We can do this by,
1. Removing the tanween from the end of the Ism
E.g. ﺎب
ٌ [ ِﻛَﺘHeavy] ﺎب
ُ [ ِﻛَﺘLight] as in ِﺎب اﷲ
ُ ِﻛَﺘ
2. Removing the extra  نat the end of the ism
E.g. ْﻦ
ْ [ ِﻛَﺘLight] as in ِﻛَﺘﺎَﺑ ْﯿ ِﻪ
ِ [ ِﻛَﺘﺎَﺑﯿHeavy] ﺎﺑﻲ
If the Ism has  أَ ْلon it or in other words is  ﻣﻌﺮف ﺑﺎﻟﻼمthen we
won't term it as Heavy or Light. The reason is that  الis
related to the type of an ism whereas light and heavy are
related to the status of the ism

Reasons For Ism to be Light :In the arabic language there are only four reasons which compel an
Ism to become Light. These are,
1.
2.
3.
4.

ٌ ﻻ
Categorical Negation ﻧﺎﻓﯿﺔ ﻟِﻠْ ِﺨ ْﻨﺲ
Partially Flexible Isms. ﻏﯿﺮ ﻣﻨﺼﺮف أَﺳﻤﺎء
Mudaf ﻣﻀﺎف
Munada ﻣﻨﺎدى

Light verses heavy is related to the status of an ism as it
let's the ism be
1. A mudaf

2. A munada
3. A partially flexible ism
4. An absolute negation
Because by default an ism is Heavy,
so for the following 4 reasons the ism is made light.
It has nothing to do with Al.
For example
Heavy ism
Light Isms

ﺎن َﻃﺎﻟِﺒُ ْﻮ َن
ٌ َﻃﺎﻟ
ِ ِﺐ َﻃﺎﻟَِﺒ
َﻃﺎﻟِﺒُﻮ

َﻃﺎﻟَِﺒﺎ

ِﺐ
ُ ﻃﺎﻟ

Thats why when an ism has  الwe don't say Light or
heavy we say irrelevant

Being generic (common) name or a specific (proper)
name
is related to the type a separate property of an ism. The
only thing common between the two is that Al makes the
ism drop the tanveen but is different because Al does
not make the extra noon at the end drop.
Common Isms

ﺎن َﻃﺎﻟِِﺒُ ْﻮ َن
َﻃﺎﻟ ٌ
ِﺐ َﻃﺎﻟَِﺒ ِ
Proper Isms
اﻟﻄﺎﻟَِﺒﺎن ﱠ
ِﺐ ﱠ
ﱠ
اﻟﻄﺎﻟِﺒُ ْﻮ َن
اﻟﻄﺎﻟ ُ
ِ

ِﺐ A Light ism
َ drops tanveen without an Alﻃﺎﻟ ُ
 drops tanveen with Alﱠ
ِﺐ A proper Ism
اﻟﻄﺎﻟ ُ

MUSLIM CHART :STATUS
اﻋﺮاب

 SINGULARﻣﺜﻨﻲ
ﻣﻔﺮد

DUAL

ﺟﻤﻊ PLURAL

Heavy

’ُ Rafﻣ ْﺴِﻠ ٌﻢ

ﺎن
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ
ِﻤ ِ

ِﻤ ْﻮ َن
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ ُ

H

ِﻤﺎ
ُ Nasbﻣ ْﺴﻠ ً

ْﻦ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ
ِﻤﯿ ِ

ِﻤﯿ َ
ْﻦ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ ِ

H

ُ Jarrﻣ ْﺴﻠ ٍِﻢ

ْﻦ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ
ِﻤﯿ ِ

ِﻤﯿ َ
ْﻦ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ ِ

H

ِﻤ ٌﺔ
ُ Rﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ﺎن
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ
ِﻤ َﺘ ِ

ِﻤ ٌ
ﺎت
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

H

ِﻤ ًﺔ
ُ Nﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ْﻦ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ
ِﻤ َﺘﯿ ِ

ﺎت
ِﻤ ٍ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

H

ِﻤ ٍﺔ
ُ Jﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ْﻦ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ
ِﻤ َﺘﯿ ِ

ﺎت
ِﻤ ٍ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

Light

ُ Rﻣ ْﺴِﻠ ُﻢ

ِﻤﺎ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ ْﻮ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ ُ

L

ُ Nﻣ ْﺴِﻠ َﻢ

ِﻤ ْﻲ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ ْﻲ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ ِ

L

ُ Jﻣ ْﺴﻠ ِِﻢ

ِﻤ ْﻲ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ ْﻲ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ ِ

L

ِﻤ ُﺔ
ُ Rﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ َﺘﺎ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ ُ
ﺎت
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

L

ِﻤ َﺔ
ُ Nﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ َﺘ ْﻲ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ﺎت
ِﻤ ِ
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ َ

ِﻤ َﺘ ْﻲ
َ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ

ﺎت
ِ ِﻤ
َ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ

ِﻤ ِﺔ
َ  ُﻣ ْﺴﻠJ

L

CATEGORIES OF ISMS ACCORDING TO FLEXIBILITY :Isms can also be categorized according to the degree of their
flexibility. By flexibility we mean,
‘ ’ This flexibility refers to the ability of an ism to adapt its ending
appropriately to one of the three I’rab states.’’
 lexibility has no effect on I’rab or meaning of the Ism. According to
F
flexibility the Ism can be divided into three categories,
1. Flexible- the normal noun ﻣﻌﺮب
2. Non-flexible or Inflexible. ﻣﺒﻨﻲ
ﺼ ِﺮف
3. Partially Flexible
ُ َﻏ
َ ﯿﺮ ُﻣ ْﻨ

1. FLEXIBLE ISMS  ﻣﻌﺮب ﻣﻨﺼﺮف اﺳﻤﺎء:Those nouns that adapt their ending according to each state i.e.
their ending changes in all three states are called Fully Flexible Isms.
These account for roughly 80% to 85% of the words in Arabic language.

Jarr Status

Nasb Status

Raf’ Status

َز ْﯾ ٍﺪ

َز ْﯾ ًﺪا

َز ْﯾ ٌﺪ

ﺎب
ٍ ِﻛَﺘ

ِﻛَﺘﺎًﺑﺎ

ﺎب
ٌ ِﻛَﺘ

اط
ٍ ﺻ َﺮ
ِ

ً ﺻ َﺮ
اﻃﺎ
ِ

ٌ ﺻ َﺮ
اط
ِ

 I n the Nasb state when the last letter has FATHATAIN (ً _)

then there is an addition of ALIF (  )اas well, as seen in the table above.
But there are two exceptions to this rule.
a.

Isms ending with TAA MARBOOTA (  )ةdo not take alif after
Fathatain.

Jarr Status

Nasb Status

Raf’ Status

َﺟﻨﱠ ٍﺔ

َﺟﻨﱠ ًﺔ

َﺟﻨﱠ ٌﺔ

آَﯾ ٍﺔ
ُﻣ ْﻄ َﻤِﺌﻨﱠ ٍﺔ

آَﯾ ًﺔ

آَﯾ ٌﺔ

ُﻣ ْﻄ َﻤِﺌﻨﱠ ًﺔ

ُﻣ ْﻄ َﻤِﺌﻨﱠ ٌﺔ

b. Isms ending with Hamza ( ) ءas well as those Isms where there is an
ALIF before the Hamza ( ) اء, for example

Jarr Status

Nasb Status

Raf’ Status

ﺂء
ٍ َﺳ َﻤ

ﺂء
ً َﺳ َﻤ

َﺳ َﻤﺂ ٌء

ﺎء
ٍ َﻣ

ﺎء
ً َﻣ

َﻣﺎ ٌء

اء
ٍ َﺟ َﺰ

اء
ً َﺟ َﺰ

َﺟ َﺰا ٌء

Flexibility of a word is decided by the ending sounds
1. Fully flexible isms
if its a common ism then

Fully flexible isms will either have un an and in sounds
example
ﻣﺴﻠ ٌﻢ ﻣﺴﻠِ ًﻤﺎ ﻣﺴﻠ ٍِﻢ
In case of proper isms, if it is
Fully flexible the ending sounds will be u , a and i
اﻟﻤﺴﻠﻢ
اﻟﻤﺴﻠِ ُﻢ اﻟﻤﺴﻠ َﻢ
ِ

2. NON-FLEXIBLE ISMS  ﻣﺒﻨﻲ اﺳﻤﺎء:These Isms do not change structurally but are taken to carry one of
the three Irabs. The context of the sentence helps us to identify their
status.
Inflexible Isms include the following,

a.
b.
c.
d.

Pointing Nouns
Relative Nouns
Isms ending in Alif {  } اe.g.
Pronouns

Jarr Status

Nasb Status

Raf’ Status

ذﻟﻚ

ذﻟﻚ

ذﻟﻚ

اﻟﺬي

اﻟﺬي

اﻟﺬي

ﻫﺬا

ﻫﺬا

ﻫﺬا

3.PARTIALLY FLEXIBLE ISMS :These account for upto 13% Isms in the Arabic Language that take

on two changes for the three states. PF Isms have two restrictions,
a. They cannot be Heavy (no extra ‘n’ sound)
b. They cannot take Kasrah ( -ِ ) in the Jarr Status
As a result the Irab in raf’ status has the usual iraab but the
Nasb and Jarr status are similar with fatha in both the states. Here these
isms do not accept kasrah in the Jarr status

Jarr Status

Nasb Status

Raf’ Status

اﻫ ْﯿ َﻢ
َ اِﺑ
ِ ْﺮ

اﻫ ْﯿ َﻢ
َ اِﺑ
ِ ْﺮ

اﻫ ْﯿ ُﻢ
َ اِﺑ
ِ ْﺮ

ﺎﻃ َﻤ َﺔ
ِ َﻓ

ﺎﻃ َﻤ َﺔ
ِ َﻓ

ﺎﻃ َﻤ ُﺔ
ِ َﻓ

َ ُﻋ ْﺜ َﻤ
ﺎن

َ ُﻋ ْﺜ َﻤ
ﺎن

ُ ُﻋ ْﺜ َﻤ
ﺎن

GROUPS OF PARTIALLY FLEXIBLE ISMS :ُ ُﻮﺳ
َ  ِﻓ ْﺮ َﻋexcept certain three letter
1. Non Arab Names ﻒ
ُ  ﯾ،ﺲ
ُ  ﯾُﻮُﻧ، َﯾ ْﻌُﻘ ْﻮ ُب،ﻮن
ٌ ُ ﻟ،ﻮح
names like ﺻﺎﻟِ ٌﺢ
ٌ  ُﺷ َﻌﯿ، ٌﻫﻮ ٌد،ﻮط
ٌ  ُﻧand ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٌﺪ
َ ،ْﺐ
2. Arabic feminine names  َﻣ ْﺮَﯾ ُﻢ، َز ْﯾَﻨ ُﺐ،ﺎﻃ َﻤ ُﺔ
ِ  َﻓ،ﺼ ُﺔ
َ  َﺣ ْﻔ، َﻋﺎِﺋ َﺸ ُﺔ،ْﺠ ُﺔ
َ  َﺧ ِﺪﯾe.t.c.
ُ َ ُ َْ ُ ُ
3. Masculine names ending in Taa Marboota  ،ﺎوَﯾ ُﺔ
ِ  ُﻣ َﻌ، ُﺣﺬ ْﯾ َﻔﺔ، ﻃﻠ َﺤﺔ،ا َﺳﺎ َﻣﺔ
 َﺣ ْﻤ َﺰ ُةe.t.c.
َ  ُﺳﻠَ ْﯿ َﻤ،ان
َ  ِﻋ ْﻤ َﺮetc.
4. Masculine names ending in “ ”انlik ﺎن
َ  ِﻣ ْﯿ َﻜ، ْﻞ
َ  ِﺟﺒْﺮﯾetc.
َ ﺎر
5. Names of Angels like وت
ُ  َﻣ،ﺎر ْو َت
ُ  َﻫ،ﺎل
ِ
ﱠ
6. Names of Hell like  َﺟ ِﺤ ْﯿ ُﻢ، َﺟ َﻬﻨ ُﻢetc.
ُ  َﺑﺎ ِﻛ ْﺴَﺘ،  َﻣ ﱠﻜ ُﺔetc.
7. Names of cities and Countries like  َﺑ ِﺎﺑ ُﻞ،ﺼ ُﺮ
ْ  ِﻣ،ﺎن
8. Certain three-letter names like  ُﻋ َﻤ ُﺮetc.
9. Comparative & Superlative adjectives and colors like  أَ ْﺳ َﻮ ُد،  أَ ْﻛَﺜ ُﺮetc
10. Broken Plurals on the pattern of ﺎﻋ ُﻞ
ِ  َﻣ َﻔand  ُﻓ َﻌ َﻼ ُءexcept in two
conditions like  َﻗَﺒﺎِﺋ ُﻞ،ﺎﺟ ُﺪ
ِ  َﻣ َﺴ،  ُﻓ َﻘ َﺮا ُء، ُﻋﻠَ َﻤﺎ ُء، ُﺷ َﻬﺪَا ُء، اُ َﻣ َﺮا ُء، ُﻏ َﺮَﺑﺎ ُءetc.
11. Isms that come on the scale of fils for example َﯾ ِﺰ ْﯾ ُﺪ
EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULE :As was discussed that partially flexible isms usually don't accept
kasrah in the jarr state but there are two exceptions to this rule. A
partially flexible will be able to accept kasrah under two conditions.
a. When they have  اَ ْلattached to them
ﺎﺟ ِﺪ
ِ اﻟ َﻤ َﺴ

ﺎﺟ َﺪ
ِ ﺎﺟ ُﺪ اﻟ َﻤ َﺴ
ِ اﻟ َﻤ َﺴ

b. When they come as Mudaf in an Idafa fragment
ِﺎﺟ ِﺪ اﷲ
ِ َﻣ َﺴ

Partially flexible isms
In case of common isms we know that
partially flexible isms don't accept
tanvwen so the ending sounds will be u, a
and a
ﺎﺟ َﺪ
ِ ﺎﺟ َﺪ َﻣ َﺴ
ِ ﺎﺟ ُﺪ َﻣ َﺴ
ِ َﻣ َﺴ
In case of proper isms we add al but then
adding an al makes the partially flexible
ism accept kasrah in the jarr status so it
will be
اﻟﻤﺴﺎﺟ ِﺪ
اﻟﻤﺴﺎﺟ َﺪ
اﻟﻤﺴﺎﺟ ُﺪ
ِ
ِ
ِ

ACTIVITY # 1

Quizlet
https://quizlet.com/306629589/quiz
-for-a1-ch-2-flash-cards/

ACTIVITY # 2
Write down the three stated for the following Isms,
Jarr Status

Nasb Status Raf’ Status

ISMS
َر ُﺳ ْﻮل
ﯾُ ْﻮﻧُﺲ
َﺷ ْﻬ َﻮة
ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِﻢ
َﻣ ْﺮَﯾﻢ
أَ ْﺳ َﻮد
اَﻟﱠ ِﺬ ْﯾ َﻦ
َ اُوﻟَﺌ
ِﻚ
َﺳ َﻮاء
آﺧﺮ
ِ

ﺻﺎدِق
َ
َﻫ ُﺆ َﻻ ِء
ُﺳﻠَ ْﯿ َﻤﺎن
ُﺷ َﻌ ْﯿﺐ
ُﻣ ْﻄ َﻤِﺌﻨﱠﺔ
َﺷ ْﻲء
ُﺳ ْﻮء
أَخ
ِﻧﺪَاء

ACTIVITY # 3 :Identify flexibility as well as the status of the following
Isms,
STATUS

FLEXIBILITY

ISMS
ِﻛَﺘﺎب
ٌ ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣَﻨ
ﺎت
ْﻦ
ِ ﻛﺎ ِﻓ َﺮَﺗﯿ
ﺻﺎﻟِ َﺤ ٌﺔ
َ
َوﻟَ ًﺪا

ﺎت
اﻟ ُﻤ ْﺤ ِﺴَﻨ ِ
ﺎن
َﻧﺎِﺋ َﻤ ِ

ﺻﻐﺮى
دار
ﻣﺴﺎﺟﺪ

ACTIVITY # 3 :-

ISMS
ُﻣ ْﻮ َﺳﻰ
َﻣ ْﺮأٌَة
ﺎت
َﺳﺎﺋِ َﺤ ٍ
ﺎﺟ َﺪ
َﻣ َﺴ ِ

ES

EC

ﺼ ﱢﺪ ِﻗ ْﯿ َﻦ
َ َُﻣﺘ
ﺎن
ِ ََﻛﺎ ِﻓ َﺮﺗ
َﺳ ْﺒ ًﺤﺎ
ِﻓﺌَ ٍﺔ

ACTIVITY # 4 :Identify the isms given below based on their Flexibility

FLEXIBILITY

ISMS
َﺳ َﻤﺎء
َﻣ َﻔﺎﺗِﺢ
َز ْﯾﺪ
َﻫﺎد
َز ْﯾَﻨﺐ

َﺧ ِﺪ ْﯾ َﺠﺔ
َﺣ ْﻤ َﺰة
ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤﺪ
َﻣ ﱠﻜﺔ
َﻋ ْﯿﻦ

