CHAPTER 2.3 GENDER ;The third property that all isms share is that they are either masculine
or feminine. In Arabic the default gender is masculine and there is a
reason behind an ism being feminine.

MASCULINE ISMS :If an Ism does not come under any of the categories of feminine isms
it is considered to be masculine. For example

MEANING

MASCULINE ISM

A boy

َوﻟَ ٌﺪ

Talha

َﻃﻠْ َﺤ ُﺔ

A believer

ُﻣ ْﺆ ِﻣ ٌﻦ

A house
Muhammad

ٌ َﺑﯿ
ْﺖ
ُﻣ َﺤ ﱠﻤ ٌﺪ

FEMININE ISMS :In the Arabic language the feminine isms come under six categories.
They are as follows,

1. Real Feminine  ﻣﻮﻧﺚ ﺣﻘﯿﻘﻲ:-

a. BIOLOGICAL FEMININE
Those feminine Isms which have a biological masculine on the
opposite spectrum. They are feminine by nature. Some examples are as
follows

MASCULINE
COUNTERPARTS

REAL FEMININE ISMS

أَ ٌب

أُ ﱞم

MEANING
MOTHER

َوﻟَ ٌﺪ

 ِﺑ ْﻨ ٌﺖDAUGHTER

أَ ٌَخ

 أُ ْﺧ ٌﺖSISTER

َر ُﺟ ٌﻞ
َﺑ َﻘ ٌﺮ

 أِ ْﻣ َﺮأَ ٌةWOMAN
 َﺑ َﻘ َﺮ ٌةCOW

b. Feminine By Meaning :The nouns feminine by meaning even if they
don't have any reason to be feminine
ٌ ( َﺣﺎﺋZainab) ( َز ْﯾ َﻨ ُﺐMariam) َﻣ ْﺮ َﯾ ُﻢ
Menstruating) ِﺾ
ٌ ( َﺣﺎﻣWoman
(bride) وس
ٌ ( َﻋ ُﺮPregnant woman) ِﻞ

2. FAKE FEMININE :-

a. Feminine Isms that end with a sign at the end
…  ﻣﻮﻧﺚ ﻟﻔﻈﻲ:Another way to recognise Isms that are feminine is to look for

any of the following symbols at the end of the Ism, they are as follows,
● Ta Marboota {  } ة, this symbolises a feminine Ism such as
ﺳﯿّﺎرة,ﺪرﺳﺔ
 ُﻣ ﱢ, ( ُﻣﺴﻠِ َﻤﺔmost common way of finding feminine words)
● Alif Maqsoorah  ى-  اﻟﻒ ﻣﻘﺼﻮرةat the end of the noun as in ُﺣ ْﺴﻨىﻰ
ﺻ ْﻐﺮى-,
ُ
● Alif mamdudah  آء- اﻟﻒ ﻣﻤﺪودةat the end of the noun as in ﺻ ْﻔ َﺮآ ُء
َ
ﺳﻤﺂ ُء,
َ

MEANINGS

FEMININE ISMS

A Muslim (Female)

ُﻣ ْﺴﻠِ َﻤ ٌﺔ

A School

َﻣ ْﺪ َر َﺳ ٌﺔ
َﺳ َﻤﺂ ٌء

A Sky
Yellow

ﺻ ْﻔ َﺮآ ُء
َ
ُﺣ ْﺴَﻨﻰ

Kindness ( A name)
Small ( A name )

ﺻ ْﻐ َﺮى
ُ

b. Feminine Isms because Arabs said so …. ﻣﻮﻧﺚ
 ﺳﻤﺎﻋﻲ:Some Isms are considered feminine depending on their being declared
feminine by the Arabs. There may not be any signs of feminine Ism but
they are still considered feminine because the arabs said so (BASS)
There are certain categories of Isms that come under this category ,
a. Because the Arabs said so

ٌ ض َﺳﺒﯿ
ٌ ْﺢ أَ ْر
دار ِﺑ ْﺌ ٌﺮ َﺟ َﻬﱠﻨ ُﻢ
ْﻞ
ٌ
ٌ ﺎر ِرﯾ
ٌ ﺲ ًد ْﻟ ٌﻮ َﻧ
ٌ ﺲ َﺳ َﻤﺂ ٌء َﺣ ْﺮ ٌب َﻧ ْﻔ
ٌ  َﺷ ْﻤ.a
ِ
ﺄس  َﻋﺼﺎ
ٌ َﺧ ْﻤ ٌﺮ َﻛ
b. Body parts in pairs are considered as feminine
ٌ َﻋﯿ
(lip) ( َﺷ َﻔ ٌﺔear) ( أُ ُذ ٌنhand) ( َﯾ ٌﺪfoot) ( َﻗ َﺪ ٌمleg) ( ِر ْﺟ ٌﻞeye) ْﻦ
c. Proper name of places and tribes example
(Mecca)

( َﻣ ﱠﻜ ُﺔamerica) أَ ْﻣ ِﺮ ْﯾ َﻜﺎ

d. Broken plurals and all non human plurals are considered
as feminine
ٌ ( آ َﯾskies) ات
ٌ ( َﺳ َﻤﺎ َوpens) ( أَ ْﻗﻼ ٌمbooks) ُﻛُﺘ ٌﺐ
(Verses) ﺎت

e. Some elements of nature for example,
ٌ أَ ْر
(wind) ْﺢ
ٌ ( ِرﯾSun) ﺲ
ٌ ( َﺷ ْﻤSky) ( َﺳ َﻤﺎ ٌءearth) ض
f. With masculine Isms that are on the scale of  أَ ْﻓ َﻌ ُﻞthe feminine
counterpart is on the  ُﻓ َﻐﻠَﻰversion
g. Names of wines

EXCEPTIONS :1. Some isms are used both for masculine as well as feminine for
example
ٌ (  َﺳﺒﯿspirit) ( روﺣﻲCondition) ﺎل
ٌ  َﺣ
(finger) ﺻ َﺒ َﻊ
ْ ِ( إpath) ْﻞ
ِ

2. Some isms although they end with "Ta Marboota" are still
considered masculine because they are masculine. For example,

(name) ( َﺣ ْﻤ َﺰ ٌةcaliph) ( َﺧﻠِ ْﯿ َﻔ ٌﺔscholar) َﻋ ﱠﻼ َﻣ ٌﺔ

