ISM TAFDEEL
COMPARATIVE & SUPERLATIVE ISMS

In language when comparing two things or deeming something the best certain words are
used which are called comparative and superlative adjectives.

Comparative Adjectives
In english when we compare between two things meaning where we deem one thing to
have more of something and the other having less of it, we use words that are comparative
for example

This city is more populated than that city
Or
This cake is better than that one
In both the above sentences words like more and better followed by THAN shows that
they are comparative adjectives.
ُ َأ ْﻓﻌ
In Arabic such words are called Ism Tafdeel and they all come on the scale of َﻞ
After such adjectives the word "THAN" we use in english when we do comparison is what
the "  " ِﻣ ْﻦis used for in Arabic
Normal form ْﺮ
ٌ  َﻛِﺒﯿBig
Comparative form َﺮ
ُ  َأ ْﻛﺒBigger
ٌ  َﻃﻮﯾtall
Normal form ْﻞ
ِ
Comparative for  َأ ْﻃ َﻮ ُلtaller
Quranic Example

َ ﺻ ْﺒ َﻐ ًﺔ َوﻧَ ْﺤ ُﻦ ﻟَ ُﻪ َﻋﺎﺑِ ُﺪ
﴾١٣٨ :ون ﴿اﻟﺒﻘﺮة
ِ ﺻ ْﺒ َﻐ َﺔ اﻟﻠﱠـ ِﻪ َو َﻣ ْﻦ أَ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟﻠﱠـ ِﻪ
ِ
Say, "Take Allah's colour, and who can give a better colour than
Allah? Therefore, we worship and submit to Him alone. "
َ ﱠ
َ ْ ات َو
ُ ﺎن َﻋ ْﺮ ُﺷ ُﻪ َﻋﻠَﻰ ْاﻟ َﻤﺎ ِء ﻟِﯿَﺒْﻠُ َﻮ ُﻛ ْﻢ أَﯾ
َ ﱠﺎم َو َﻛ
َ اﻷ ْر
ﱡﻜ ْﻢ أَ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ َﻋ َﻤ ًﻼ
َو ُﻫ َﻮ اﻟﱠ ِﺬي َﺧﻠَ َﻖ ﱠ
ِ اﻟﺴ َﻤﺎ َو
ٍ ض ِﻓﻲ ِﺳﺘ ِﺔ أﯾ
َ ﯾﻦ َﻛ َﻔ ُﺮوا إِ ْن َﻫـ
ٌ ِٰذا إِﱠﻻ ِﺳ ْﺤ ٌﺮ ﱡﻣﺒ
َ ﻮن ِﻣﻦ ﺑَ ْﻌ ِﺪ ْاﻟ َﻤ ْﻮ ِت ﻟَﯿَ ُﻘﻮﻟَ ﱠﻦ اﻟﱠ ِﺬ
َ َُوﻟَﺌِﻦ ُﻗ ْﻠ َﺖ إِﻧﱠ ُﻜﻢ ﱠﻣ ْﺒ ُﻌﻮﺛ
﴾٧ :ﯿﻦ ﴿ﻫﻮد

And He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six days and [before that] His Throne was upon the water that He may test
you, who of you is better in conduct If you were to say (O
Muhammad): 'All of you will surely be raised after death', then those
who disbelieve will certainly say: 'This is nothing but plain sorcery.
From the above example we see that in Arabic the word " " ِﻣ ْﻦis optional after a
comparative noun. Another example is

اﷲُ أَ ْﻛ َﺒ ُﺮ
The Ism Tafdeel after the Lafzul Jalaalah "Allah" dose not have  ِﻣ ْﻦmentioned in words.
Here the meaning is Allah is greater than whatever you are doing so leave it and go towards
what Allah is calling you to do.
Comparative words are used for both masculine and feminine isms
َﺮ
ُ ُﻫ َﻮ َأ ْﻛﺒ
َﺮ
ُ ِﻫ َﻲ َأ ْﻛﺒ

Superlative Adjectives
When stating that something is the best and uncomparable we use superlative nouns like
,
This is the best restaurant in this community
Or
He is the tallest boy in the class
In the above sentences the words best and tallest are superlative adjectives
In Arabic superlative form is made from comparative nouns in two ways. They are as follows,
1. Put  َا ْلon the comparative ism so
Akbaru is comparative َﺮ
ُ َأ ْﻛﺒ
َ ْ َا
Alakbaru is superlative َﺮ
ُ ﻷ ْﻛﺒ
2. Bring comparative ism as a mudaf and it will become superlative

Ahsanul qasasi  ﺺ
َ َأ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ ْاﻟ َﻘ
ِ ﺼ
The best of the stories
Here the word  َأ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦis an ism which is Light and no al so its a mudaf as the ism after it is
in the jaar status. When ism tafdeel comes as a mudaaf it becomes superlative. Also we
know that if you put  الon a partially flexible ism or it is brought as a mudaf in idaafah
fragment then they become fully flexible
Quranic Examples

َ ﻀ َﻐ َﺔ ِﻋ َﻈﺎ ًﻣﺎ َﻓ َﻜ َﺴ ْﻮ َﻧﺎ ْاﻟﻌ
ْ ﻀ َﻐ ًﺔ َﻓ َﺨﻠَ ْﻘ َﻨﺎ ْاﻟ ُﻤ
ْ ُﺛ ﱠﻢ َﺧﻠَ ْﻘ َﻨﺎ اﻟﱡﻨ ْﻄ َﻔ َﺔ َﻋﻠَ َﻘ ًﺔ َﻓ َﺨﻠَ ْﻘ َﻨﺎ ْاﻟ َﻌﻠَ َﻘ َﺔ ُﻣ
ِﻈﺎ َم ﻟَ ْﺤ ًﻤﺎ ُﺛ ﱠﻢ
َ َأ
َ ﻧﺸ ْﺄ َﻧﺎ ُه َﺧ ْﻠ ًﻘﺎ
﴾١٤ :ِﯿﻦ ﴿اﻟﻤﺆﻣﻨﻮن
َ ﺎر َك اﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ أَ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ ْاﻟ َﺨﺎﻟِﻘ
َ آﺧ َﺮ َﻓ َﺘ َﺒ
then We made this drop into a clot, then We made the clot into
a lump, then We made the lump into bones, then We clothed
the bones with flesh, and then We caused it to grow into
another creation. Thus Most Blessed is Allah, the Best of all
those that create.
َ ْ ا َﯾ ْﺤ ُﺰُﻧ ُﻬ ُﻢ ْاﻟ َﻔ َﺰ ُع
َ ﺎﻫ ُﻢ ْاﻟ َﻤ َﻼ ِﺋ َﻜ ُﺔ َﻫـ
ُ اﻷ ْﻛ َﺒ ُﺮ َو َﺗ َﺘﻠَﱠﻘ
﴾١٠٣ :ون ﴿اﻷﻧﺒﯿﺎء
َ ﻮﻋ ُﺪ
َ ٰذا َﯾ ْﻮ ُﻣ ُﻜ ُﻢ اﻟﱠﺬِي ُﻛ ُﻨﺘ ْﻢ ُﺗ
The Hour of the Great (Greatest) Terror shall not grieve them,
and the angels shall receive them saying: "This is your Day
which you had been promised."
An example given by ustadh was ُى
  َأ ْﻗ َﻮbut at bbq arab said that it sounds weird so they
replaced the harakah of  ىw
 ithٰ (ٰ
 )ىwhich is closest to the harakah of َ  وand it became non
flexible and as well as comparative . It means strong
I'm stronger than you
أﻧﺎ أﻗﻮى ﻣﻨﻚ

MASCULINE & FEMININE FORMS
Comparative nouns are used for both masculine and feminine nouns
But for Superlative words there is a different word for masculine and feminine

Alakbaru is masculine

َ ْ َا
َﺮ
ُ ﻷ ْﻛﺒ

Alkubraa is feminine

ْﺮى
َ َا ْﻟ ُﻜﺒ

Further examples are

COMPARATIVE
NOUNS

SUPERLATIVE
MASCULINE
FORM

SUPERLATIVE
FEMININE FORM

ﺻ َﻐ ُﺮ
ْ َأ

َ
ﺻ َﻐ ُﺮ
ْ اﻷ

اﻟﺼ ْﻐ َﺮى
ﱡ

أَ ْﻋ َﻈ ُﻢ

َ
اﻷ ْﻋ َﻈ ُﻢ

ْاﻟ ُﻌ ْﻈ َﻤﻰ

أَ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ

َ
اﻷ ْﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ

ْاﻟ ُﺤ ْﺴ َﻨﻰ

أَ ْﻋﻠَﻰ

َ
اﻷ ْﻋﻠَﻰ

ْاﻟ ُﻌ ْﻠ َﯿﺎ

أَ ْﺳ َﻔ ُﻞ

َ
اﻷ ْﺳ َﻔ ُﻞ

اﻟﺴ ْﻔﻠَﻰ
ﱡ

أَ ْد َﻧﻰ

َ
اﻷ ْد َﻧﻰ

اﻟ ﱡﺪ ْﻧ َﯿﺎ

QURANIC EXAMPLES

َ
ْ
ْ َْ َ
﴾٤﴿ ﯾﻢ
َ ﻧﺴ
َ اﻹ
ِ ﻟ َﻘ ْﺪ َﺧﻠﻘ َﻨﺎ
ٍ ﺎن ﻓِﻲ أ ْﺣ َﺴ ِﻦ َﺗﻘ ِﻮ

ِﯿﻦ ﴿﴾٥
ُﺛ ﱠﻢ َر َد ْد َﻧﺎ ُه أَ ْﺳ َﻔ َﻞ َﺳﺎ ِﻓﻠ َ
ِﯿﻦ ﴿﴾٨
ْﺲ اﻟﻠﱠـ ُﻪ ِﺑﺄَ ْﺣ َﻜ ِﻢ ْاﻟ َﺤﺎ ِﻛﻤ َ
أَﻟَﯿ َ
ُﺳ ْﻮرة اﻟﺘﯿﻦ
َأ ْﺣ َﺴ ِﻦ َﺗ ْﻘ ِﻮﯾ ٍْﻢ

positive

َأ ْﺳ َﻔ َﻞ َﺳﺎ ِﻓِﻠﯿ َ
ْﻦ negative
Common mudaf ilayh
People who were not proper to Allah they became common
ِﺑَﺄ ْﺣ َﻜ ِﻢ ْاﻟ َﺤﺎ ِﻛ ِﻤﯿْﻦ

positive

َﺳ َﻼ ٌم َﻋﻠَﯿ ُ
ار﴿اﻟﺮﻋﺪ﴾٢٤ :
ْﻜﻢ ﺑِ َﻤﺎ َ
ﺻﺒَ ْﺮﺗُ ْﻢ َﻓﻨِ ْﻌ َﻢ ُﻋ ْﻘﺒَﻰ اﻟ ﱠﺪ ِ
اﻟﺪار
ُﺣ ْﺴﻨﻰ ِ
ْ
ار
ُﻋﻘﺒﻰ اﻟ ﱠﺪ ِ

