Dream Worldwide Unit 1

Day 8:
PART 1: SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE SESSION
1. The identifiers for present tense
2. Inside doer vs Outside doer

َ َ ُْ

PART 2: INTRODUCTION TO PRESENT TENSEاﻟِﻔﻌﻞاﻟﻤﻀﺎَرِع
The past tense is processed by the Arabic student by paying attention to changes that occur at the end of the
َ َ  َﻧa sample
word. These endings were studied on Day 6. The standard endings were learned by means of using ﺼ
on page 33 and then applied using the examples in the exercises. The study of the present tense is an entirely
different concept.
Here are a few introductory points we noted about the present tense in Arabic:
a.

Each present tense contains within it a doer pronoun. To discover that pronoun, students must pay
ْ
attention to the clues at the beginning of the  ﻓِﻌﻞfirst. This is drastically different from the approach we

took when studying the past tense where we gave exclusive emphasis to the ending. The bottom line is:
for past tense, pay attention to the ending & for present tense, pay attention to first the beginning, then
the ending.
b. The present tense conjugations serve to deliver the meanings of both present and future. I only refer to
them as the present tense for conciseness. The present tense conjugation is sometimes translated in the
present, other times in the future and sometimes may be translated as either or both simultaneously
depending on the context.
c. While the past tense tends to allude to an event that occurred once, the present tense tends to imply an
act that occurred continuously. In other words when I say present tense in Arabic, I’m really saying
present continuous tense. He helped, probably just once whereas He helps probably over and over
again.

PART 3: THE IDENTIFIERS FOR PRESENT TENSE

َ
In class we noted that the present tense can only begin with one of four letters. These four letters are أ, ن,  يor

َ ) or ‘a’ ( )ﻓَﺘْـَﺤُﺔon them.
ت. We also noted that these beginning letters can only have either the ‘u’ (ﻤﺔ8ﺿ
Whether the sound should be ‘u’ or ‘a’ is a case by case consideration that is pre-determined for the  ﻓﻌﻞis
not something you have the right to change for a given word. For example, if the Arabic word is not do not
َ in ﺼ
ُ ُ ْ َﻓﻨto ﺼ
ُ ُ ُْﻏﻴ. That would be wrong.
have the right to change the ي
The list of identifiers is a logical flow of items and should be organized in your mind into four groups. The first
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group is  أand ن. The second group is the four kinds of ي. The third group is the four kinds of  تand then finally the
َ
two additional ’تs.

َ
ُ
1.  أor  أbeginning = I
َ
2.  نor  ُنbeginning = We
َ or ي
ُ beginning = He
3. ي

َ or ي
ُ beginning +  آنending = Both of them
4. ي
ِ
َ or ي
ُ beginning +  ْوَنending = They
5. ي
َ or ي
ُ beginning +  َنending = They (women)
6. ي
َ or ت
ُ beginning = You
7. ت

َ or ت
ُ beginning +  آنending = Both of you
8. ت
ِ
َ ْ
َ
ُ
9.  تor  تbeginning +  ونending = All of you
َ or ت
ُ beginning +  َنending = You women
10. ت
َ or ت
ُ beginning +  ْﻓَﻦending = You sing.Fem.
11. ت
َ or ت
ُ beginning = She (in addition to meaning ‘you’ in 7)
12. ت

ُ ُ ْ َأﻧmeans I help.
ﺼ
ُ ُ ْ َﻏﻨmeans We help.
ﺼ
ُ ُ ْ َﻓﻨmeans He helps.
ﺼ
َ ُ ْ َﻓﻨmeans Both of them help
ﺼاِن
َ ُ ُ َْ
ﺼْون
 ﻓﻨmeans They help.
َ ْ ُ َْ
ﺼن
 ﻓﻨmeans They (women) help.
ُ ُ ْ َﻳﻨmeans You help
ﺼ
َ ُ ْ َﻳﻨmeans Both of you help
ﺼاِن
َ ُ ُ َْ
ﺼْون
 ﻳﻨmeans All of you help

َ ْ ُ َْ
ﺼن
 ﻳﻨmeans You women help
ُ َْ
ﺼْﻳَﻦ
ِ  ﻳﻨmean You help (fem.sing)
ُ ُ ْ َﻳﻨmeans She helps
ﺼ

َ or ت
ُ beginning +  آنending = Both of you fem. (based on 11) ﺼان
َ ُ ْ َﻳﻨmeans Both of you (fem.) help
13. ت
ِ
ِ
The fourteen items listed above seem like a lot of information. First of all, concern yourself with 12 of them. The
tips on how to construct twelve conjugations in your mind are as follows:
َ
َ
a.
Remember that the present tense can only begin with ﻓﺘَﺎن, that is  يor  تor  أor ن
b.

َ
The  أis for ‘I’ and the  نis for ‘We’

َ
َ
c.
The  يis actually used four ways.  يby itself (he),  يwith ( آِنboth of them)  يwith ( ْونthey) and  يwith ن
(those women)
َ
d.
The  تis used at least in the same four ways as ي.  تby itself (you),  تwith ( آِنboth of you),  تwith ( ْونall of
َ
you),  تwith ( نyou women).
e.

ْ
The  تis used in two additional ways:  تcould also mean ‘she’ and  تwith  ﻓَﻦis you fem.
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We applied these identifiers to the examples on page 41. Make sure you understand each case covered in class
on those two pages.

PART 4: BASICS OF  ﻓﻌﻞBASED SENTENCE STRUCTURE

َُ ُ
When a sentence begins with a ﻓﻌﻞ, it is called a  ﻓﻌﻞsentence or technically ﺔ8ﺟْﻠﺔ ﻓِْﻌِﻠﻴ. Every  ﺟﻠﺔ ﻓﻌﻠﻴﺔmade up
of a ‘act’ and a ‘doer’. Since every  ﻓﻌﻞan ‘act’ and a ‘example has the act ‘helped’ and the doer ‘he’), every  ﻓﻌﻞby
itself is a ﺟﻠﺔ ﻓﻌﻠﻴﺔ.
Sometimes there is a need to say something like ‘Kareem helped’ or ‘The Muslims helped’ instead of just using
َ َ  َﻧmeans ‘He helped’, ﺼ َﻛﺮْﻳٌﻢ
َ َ ‘ َﻧKareem helped’. What gave me
pronouns as we learned on page 33. While ﺼ
ِ

َ
the right to replace the word ‘he’ with the word ‘Kareem’? The fact that the word  ﻛِﺮْﻳٌﻢis  رﻓﻊand we know that رﻓﻊ
َ َ  َﻧa doer ‘he’ inside it, the word Kareem will now be called its doer
serves as the doer. Even though ﺼ
instead because it is in  رﻓﻊform. The following basic rules should be understood when adding a ‘doer’ to a ﻓﻌﻞ
other than the pronoun that the  ﻓﻌﻞalready comes with:
a. The doer should be mentioned (i) after the ( & ﻓﻌﻞii) must be رﻓﻊ. Only when both these conditions exist
does the doer get the grammatical term ﻓﺎﻋﻞ.
ُ
َ ِ form) even while the  ﻓﺎﻋﻞis singular, pair or plural.
b. The  ﻓﻌﻞrremains singular ( ﻫَﻮor ﻫ
َ َ  َﻧHe helped
ﺼ
َ َ  َﻧA Muslim helped. (notice that Muslim is  ﻓﺎﻋﻞbecause it is after the  ﻓﻌﻞand  رﻓﻊby ending sound)
ﺼ ُﻣْﺴِﻠٌﻢ
َ َ  َﻧTwo Muslims helped. ( ُﻣﺴﻠﻤﺎنis a  ﻓﺎﻋﻞbecause it is after the  ﻓﻌﻞand  رﻓﻊdue to their pair رﻓﻊ
ﺼ ُﻣْﺴِﻠَﻤﺎِن
ِ
combo)
َ
َ َ  َﻧMuslims helped. ( ﻣﺴﻠﻤﻮَنis a  ﻓﺎﻋﻞbecause it is after the  ﻓﻌﻞand  رﻓﻊdue to the plural  رﻓﻌﻞcombo)
ﺼ ُﻣْﺴِﻠُﻤْﻮن
َ
c. The ﻓﻌﻞ, under typical circumstances, is consistent in gender with the  ﻓﺎِﻋﻞeven though point ‘b’ made it
clear that the number isn’t consistent. Notice thatْ the examples offered in point b were all masculine. Had
َ َ ﺼت( َﻧ
َ َ  )َﻧwould be employed.
they been feminine, the feminine version of ﺼ
ٌ
ْ َ َ َ
ﺼت ُﻣْﺴِﻠَﻤﺔ
 ﻧA Muslims woman helped.
ْ َ َ َ
ﺼت ُﻣْﺴِﻠَﻤﺘَﺎِن
 ﻧTwo Muslim women helped.
ْ َ َ َ
ٌ
ﺼت ُﻣْﺴِﻠَﻤﺎت
 ﻧMuslim women helped.
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The same rules apply when we use the present tense ﻓﻌﻞ, for example:

ُ ُ ْ َﻳﻨThe two Muslim women help and ﻤٌﺪ8َﺼ ُﻣ
ُ ُ ْ َﻓﻨMuhammad helps.
ﺼ اﻟُﻤْﺴِﻠَﻤﺘَﺎِن
Here are some examples from the Qur’an:
َ َ
َ َ َ
َ
 ﻗﺎلmeans ‘He said’.  ﻗﺎل اﻟﻜﻓُِﺮْونmeans ‘The disbelievers said’.
ُ َُ
َ ُ َُ
 ﻓﻘْﻮلmeans ‘He says’.  َو ﻓﻘْﻮل اﻟﻜﻓُِﺮmeans ‘And the disbeliever says’.
َ ﺿ
َ ﺿ
ُ با
َ َ means ‘He struck’. ﷲ
َ َ means ‘Allah struck’.
ب

ْ َ
ُ ﻀ
ُ ُ ْ  َﻳmeans ‘Allah strikes’.
ب
ِ  ﻳmeans ‘He strikes’ ﻀب اﷲ
ِ
ََ َ
ٌ َ ََ َ
 ﺳﺄلmeans ‘He asked’,  ﺳﺄل ﺳﺎﺋِﻞmeans ‘A questioner asked’.
َُ
َ َُ
 ﻳ َْﺴﺄلmeans ‘He asks’.  ﻳ َْﺴﺄﻟﻚ اَﺠﺎُسmeans ‘The people ask you’.
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