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And We have certainly made the Qur'an easy for 

remembrance, so is there any who will remember? 

SURAH AL-QAMAR (54:17) 
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  بــسم الله الرحمن الرحيم
 Arabic Grammar (NAHW) 

@THE LANGUAGE OF QURAN 

إليه العلم لا يأتي إنما يؤتى   
BY: ZARTASH IRFAN 

 
 

3 essonL 
 PROPERTIES OF ISM 

 
Characteristics of nouns: nouns can be studied from different 
perspectives. We are going to look at four important characteristics of 
nouns. 

 

 تعريفال
 الجنس
 دالعد

 عرابلإا
 

(Definiteness) ريفتعال 
 

All isms are divided into two types of definiteness: 
-Nakirah (indefinite) النكرة 

-Ma’rifah (definite) لمعرفة ا 
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-Nakirah (indefinite)النكرة 
 Nakirah (indefinite) nouns are names given in general to 
a living or non-living thing called as common nouns. They 
refer to unspecified objects. These nouns end with  
“tanween”. 
Example:  

   A man  ل  ج  ر 
   A house  ي  ب 

 
 ت

    A pen  
 
 ق
 
   م  ل

 A book  ك 
 
 ب  ات

 
-Ma’rifah (definite)المعرفة 

Definite nouns are names given to a certain living or non-
living things called as proper nouns. They refer to 
specified objects.  
Example:  

         Zaid  
 
 ي  ز
 
 د

        Makkah   م 
 
 ك
 
 ة

     The man ل  ج  ر  ال 
    The book  
 
 تاب  ك  ال
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There are many types of definite nouns in Arabic. 
  

 -they are the proper nouns in Arabic .ا 
 
 س  ل

 
 ع  م ال

 
 مل

Examples: 
 مريم
 حمزة 
 محمد 

 
 -they are nouns with “al” in the beginning. 
 
 ا
 
 ر  ع  م  ل

 
 الب   ف

 
 ملّ

The laam in the “al” is called as  
 لام التعريف 
Examples: 

 -the bookالكتاب 
 -the man رجل لا 
 -the house البيت 

 -the pen القلم 
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 -all the pronouns in arabic language are definite. 
 
 م  الض

 
 ي 

Examples: 
 -he هو 
 -you أنت 

 -I أنا 
 

 -the pointing or demonstrative pronouns.   لا م  س  ا 
 
 ةار  ش

Example: 
 -this(masculine) هذا 
 -that(masculine) ذلك 
 -this(feminine) هذه 
 -that(feminine) تلك 

 
 -the relative pronouns.  لو  ص  و  الم   م  الس 

Example: 
 -the one who(masculine) الذي 

 -the one who(feminine)  
 الت 

 
 

 -the nouns which are connected 
 
 ا
 
 م  ل

 
 ض

 
  ل   ا   اف

 ر  ع  م 
 
 ة  ف

to any definite nouns in phrases showing possession. 
Example: 

 -book of Zaid  تاب  ك  
 
 د  ي  ز

 - house of Allah  ي  ب 
 
 الله   ت
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 -the noun which is addressed with ya 
 
  م  س  ال

 
 ا
 
 م  ل

 
 ادىن

 يا                          
Example: 

 رجل يا 
 يا ولد 
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ender)(Gالجنس 
 و المؤنثالمذكر 

nderemasculine and the feminine ghe T 
 

There are only two genders in Arabic:  
The masculine and the feminine. There is no neuter gender. 
The default gender of all isms in arabic is masculine unless we 
see the sign of femininity in the isms. 
There are two types of feminine: 

    .efeminine or feminine by naturl rea-   
   1مؤنث حقيق 

 -mother 
 
 م  ا

 -daughter  ب 
 
 ن
 
 ت

 -sister 
 
 ا
 
 خ
 
 ت

 

.not real feminine-  حمؤنث غير  
 2قيق 

It has two types: 
 

 -feminine with visual signs:  م 
 
 ؤ
 
 ن
 
   لام  ع   ث

 ت 
 

- Nouns ending in ta marboota.  ة  
 مسلمة
 فاطمة 
 معلمة
 ةطالب

 
 - nouns ending in alif maqsoorahى 

 حست  
 ى صغر 
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  - nouns ending in alif mamdoodahاء 
 صحراء

 هراءز 
These are basic feminine endings. Apart from the above mentioned categories 
there are some nouns which are feminine because as heard from the Arabs,called 
as : 

 
 -feminine as heard from the arabs.   م 

 
 ؤ
 
 ن
 
 ماع    س   ث

 
1.Names of the winds: 

 -wind  ر 
 يــــ 

 
 ح

 -cold wind   ص   ص 
 -wind  ب 

 
 اد

 
2.Names of wines: 

 -wine 
 
 ر  م  خ

 -wine  ط 
 
 ء  ل

 
3.Names of fire: 

 -fire 
 
 ار  ن

 -hell fire   يح  ج 
 م 

 -hell fire  ه  ج 
 
 م  ن

 
4. Parts of the body in pairs: 

 -hand  ي 
 
 د

 -eye  ي    ع 
 -ear 
 
 ا
 
 ذ
 
 ن
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 -leg  ر 
 ل  ج 
 -foot 
 
 ق
 
 م  د

 
5. Names of several cities, countries, and tribes: 
 م  
 
 ك
 
 ة

 ص   م  
 
 
 ام  ش
 وم  ر  

 ك  ا ب  
 س 

 
 تان

 
6. Miscellaneous: 

 -sky  اء  م  س 
 -earth  
 
 ض  ر  ا

 -sun    
 
 س  م  ش
 -war  ب  ر  ح 

 -ship 
 
 ف
 
 ل
 
 ك

 -knife  س 
 
 ي     ك
 -house 
 
 ار  د

And more! 
Note:All the broken plurals non-intelligent(non living things) are 
treated grammatically as singular feminine, called as  

 غير عاقلرجمع التكسي
.(we will learn about them in the future lessons) 
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ymasculine words may be made feminine brdinary O 
.h wordf eacat the end oattaching a ta marboota  

xample:E 
  

 ة ُمُ لُ سُ مُ ُُُمُ لُ سُ مُ 
 

 


